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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. POE of Texas). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
September 28, 2018. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable TED POE to 
act as Speaker pro tempore on this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
God of mercy, thank You for giving 

us another day. May the words of Eze-
kiel stir our hearts. 

‘‘The nations shall know that I am 
the Lord, says the Lord God, when in 
their sight I prove My holiness through 
you. . . . From all your idols, I will 
cleanse you. I will give you a new heart 
and place a new spirit within you, tak-
ing from your bodies your stoney 
hearts and giving you natural hearts.’’ 

Lord God of prophets and politicians, 
through the campaigns, surface out fic-
tion and malicious thoughts so that 
Your people may be led to America’s 
common concerns and the truth upon 
which to build anew. Deepen convic-
tions in all contestants that their 
hearts may be naturally transformed 
by the response of the people and Your 
holy inspirations. 

We pray for civility in the weeks to 
come and peaceful resolve across our 
land, both now and forever. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 

last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from West Virginia (Mr. 
JENKINS) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

RELEASE OLEG SENTSOV 

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, in 2015, 
Russian authorities arrested Oleg 
Sentsov, Ukrainian filmmaker and 
human rights activist, for protesting 
the occupation of Crimea and sen-
tenced him to 20 years in prison. 

On May 14 of this year, he began a 
hunger strike that has lasted over 130 
days. Russia has unjustly imprisoned 
over 150 individuals. They suffer psy-
chiatric confinement, closed trials, and 
harsh prison conditions. Russia also 
threatened to strip dissidents and 
members of religious minorities their 
parental rights. 

Oleg is in prison north of the Arctic 
Circle. He receives IV treatments of sa-
line, amino acids, and vitamins. His 
sister reported in September that he 
thinks he will die soon. 

Mr. Speaker, I call upon Russian au-
thorities to release Oleg Sentsov, and I 
call upon them to protect political free 
speech, religious liberty, and the sov-
ereignty of international borders. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
THOSE WHO DIED AT THE ROUTE 
91 HARVEST FESTIVAL 

(Ms. ROSEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of the 58 
innocent souls who were taken on Oc-
tober 1. 

No words can describe the devasta-
tion and heartbreak my community ex-
perienced that night. So many families 
in Las Vegas and across the Nation are 
still grieving from this unspeakable 
tragedy, and their lives will never be 
the same. 

I am forever grateful to our first re-
sponders, medical professionals, hotel 
and security staff, and the kindness of 
strangers who helped the wounded to 
the hospital and stood in line for hours 
to donate blood. 

We will never forget the selfless and 
heroic acts by men and women who 
risked it all and gave their lives for 
others that night. 

As we continue to heal, what we have 
always known about our community 
remains true: We are Vegas strong; we 
are resilient; and even in our darkest 
hour, we come together united. 

f 

APPLAUDING HURRICANE 
FLORENCE RECOVERY EFFORTS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to applaud 
the response to Hurricane Florence, 
which caused extensive damage in the 
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